CHAPTER IV
LYLY'S EUPHUES
in December i578Gabriel Cawood, dwelling in Paul's Churchyaid,.
published Euphues, the Anatomy oj Wit. It was the first literary
work of John Lyly, then aged twenty-five or twenty-six, who had
left Oxford three years before undci a cloud, and was trying by the
avenue of aristocratic patronage to step into some such office as the
mastership of the revels. One road to success in this endeavour was
to win distinction as an author. Lyly came of a scholarly family, his
grandfather being William Lyly the grammarian, friend of Erasmus,
More and Colet; an uncle was a canon of Canteibury and die
author of several erudite works •> his father was registrar of the city
and diocese of Canterbury. The book secured him public attention
without delay. There had already been four editions when he
followed it up, in the spring of 1580, with a second part, Euphues
and his England. He had meantime added the degree of Master of
Arts at Cambridge to that awarded by his own university. He be-
came a favoured dependent and probably the secretary of the Earl of
Oxford, son-in-law to his old patron, Burleigh, and, helped perhaps
by this influential backing, he brought out his first two plays,
Campaspe and Sapho andPhaon, which were acted before the court.
After this success he devoted his talents to the stage, where we need
not follow him. He wrote no more fiction, and died in i6o6.x
Euphues, to speak collectively of the two books which are now
usually found in one pair of covers, is a work of considerable
importance in literary history ; but the degree of its importance
requires veiy careful evaluation. It is often described as the first
English novel, or the first novel of manners. If this be taken as
meaning that it is the first work that can be regarded as falling within
a loose definition of the novel, or as the first to combine a thread of
1 The best account of Lyly's life and woik is John Lyly: contribution & Vfastotre
de la Renaissance en Angleterre^ par Albert Feuilierat, 1910.
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